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 Tremor
 Announcing a change,
 A movement
 A world.
 Announcing an earthquake
 Or an organic change
 What is a tremor in sculpture,
 Ikaraundi
 Edo
 Terremoto in palazzo?
 It’s a hesitant, ailing stroke...
 An effect / affect at the mercy of …
 A tremor of the hands
 trembling,
 shaking,
 shiver.
 Tremor

For the last thirty years Pello Irazu’s practice has engaged with the foundational issues of sculpture, in the widest conception of the category. From a 
material viewpoint, these are channelled not only through a myriad of formats, materials and devices, but also through graphic expressions like dra-
wing—in its expanded version—and wall painting. On the other hand, when addressing references and allusions to reality—to the set of representations 
that conform it—his work is plagued with slippages between the material, plastic sign and the remainder of signs circulating within the social sphere. In 
both cases, the very dimensions of his varied forms of expressions are nothing but a concentration of a relational space of multiple dimensions always 
viewed through the optic of sculpture.
The exhibition currently on show consists of a number of sculptures and drawings made during 2019 plus two mural interventions evolved from two 
drawings originally dating from 1989. Both of them interrogate the precise, functional architecture of the exhibition space. L1 expands over the wall like 
a vast anamorphosis while L3 tempers its original forms as it turns into a body that brings into question the virtual quality of the mural.
The murals contain, fragment and reorder their surrounding environs.
The sculptures position themselves.
Some of the keys to Irazu’s practice, ever since he first made an impact on sculpture in the eighties, and which are still visible in his new works, lie in the
ideas of presence, material, colour, surface, scale and perception. His sculpture originally developed from iron and wood which later came to be replaced 
by plywood and by cast elements. The paint and the material deposited on any of these supports accentuated the hybrid and objectual quality which 
underpin his practice in each of his various periods. 
Alternating the rhythm of the formal and material relationships and the gestural impact, the current sculptures are ordered around different moments 
of the process which function like time phases that tell everything about themselves, bringing us closer to a mutable sculpture in which past and future 
are crystalized as an image.
The key to the work is finding the precise balance in which the noise of the process is gradually silenced and the fuzzy boundaries between the manifold 
possibilities of the sculpture become clear-cut.
In point of fact, the presence of recognisable objects and welded or cast volumes is also counterpointed by a more complex gestural and diffuse develop-
ment. What is apparently a defined form is largely owing to freer spaces which lend greater presence to the imprecise and the blurred.



Irazu’s new sculptures are formal concretion and a layered accumulation of visual possibilities with mutating gradations and a quasi-geological develop-
ment in which, like the tremor announcing an imminent crisis, the sum of inner gestures shapes the visible layer of the surface.

Pello Irazu (Andoain, 1963) lives and Works in Bilbao. He graduated in sculpture from the Basque Country University, he won the ICARO Prize in 1988 and a Fulbright 
Award in 1990. That year he was selected for Aperto at Venice Biennale. His work is featured at public collections such as MACBA, La Caixa Foundation, Mumok (Vi-
enna), Reina Sofía Museum, Patio Herreriano Museum, CA2M and Marugame Hirai Museum (Japón) among aothers. He had a major retrospective at Guggenheim 
Bilbao Museum in 2017.
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Mutante II, 2019
Plywood, welded aluminium elements and paint. 53 x 37 x 28 cm.

Mutante I, 2019
Cast and welded aluminium elements, wood and paint. 45 x 35 x 29 cm.
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Dardara (interior), 2019
Iron, wood, cast and welded stainless steel elements and paint. 46 x 63 x 32 cm.



Sólido I (bunny), 2019
Aluminium and paint. 40 x 30 x 5 cm.
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Abecedario III, 2019
Paint and collage on paper. 65 x 50 cm.

Abecedario I, 2019
Paint and collage on paper. 65 x 50 cm.

Abecedario II, 2019
Paint and collage on paper. 65 x 50 cm.



Dardara III, 2019. Cast and welded stainless steel elements, wood 
and paint. 56,5 x 37 x 35 cm.
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Bikote, 2019
Iron. 44 x 39 x 38 cm.



Bikote, 2019
Iron. 44 x 39 x 38 cm.
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Dardara, 2019. Cast and welded aluminium elements, wood, nails and paint.
 60 x 60 x 64 cm.
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Untitled, 2019. Wood construction, galvanized steel and paint. 85 x 120 x 46 cm.



Untitled, 2019. 
Wood construction, galvanized steel and paint. 85 x 120 x 46 cm.

Untitled, 2019.
Wood construction and galvanized steel. 85 x 80 x 45 cm.



Untitled, 2019. Wood construction and galvanized steel. 85 x 80 x 45 cm.



Ibiltari, 2019
Cast and welded stainless steel elements and paint. 92 x 24 x 28 cm.



Ibiltari, 2019
Cast and welded stainless steel elements and paint. 92 x 24 x 28 cm.



Installation view



Sólido, 2019
Iron and paint. 58,5 x 47 x 18 cm.



Sólido I, 2019
Paint on paper. 100 x 70 cm.

Sólido II, 2019
Paint on paper. 100 x 70 cm.



Dardara I, 2019
Steel, wood, iron, felt and paint. 91 x 40 x 40 cm.
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Bikote (zuria), 2019
Wood construction and paint. 62 x 52 x 34 cm.



Bestiario III, 2019
Watercolour on paper. 40 x 30 cm.

Bestiario II, 2019
Watercolour on paper. 40 x 30 cm.

Bestiario IV, 2019
Watercolour on paper. 40 x 30 cm.

Bestiario V, 2019
Watercolour on paper. 40 x 30 cm.
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Saludo (paisaje), 2019
Wood construction and paint. 40 x 23 x 24,5 cm

Saludo, 2019
Wood construction and paint. 40 x 23 x 24,5 cm



Ibiltari (naranja), 2019
Cast and welded aluminium elements. 24 x 40 x 23 cm.
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